Needham News   - June-December 2010
The top of the morning to you! 
 It is a glorious morning here…one of those five days per year when it is warm and sunny in Ireland.  I am sitting in the garden which is ablaze with colour and looking down towards the sea.  Normally an angry grey giant, today it is a John Denver sleepy blue.
April we spent in the land of the Thanksgiving bird otherwise known as Moscland.   We hosted a number of visitors and continued building relationships.  Ken had his first preaching opportunity in the country at a church about two and a half hours west.  He was delighted to find about sixty adults who were excited about Jesus and who were willing to put aside all differences of race, age , wealth, education and church background.

Sunday June 13th this same church began a meeting about three miles from our place…they hope to meet every month for the time being.
Ros (daughter in law) and Connor (grandson, 12) came to stay for a week which stretched into two weeks courtesy of the volcanic ash.  Ros thought that she would lose a week of her allotted holiday, but Asda (Walmart) whom she works for agreed to pay her and not take it out of her holiday allowance. Connor, after three seconds of profound thought decided that he could afford a week off school.

A friend in full time ministry came to stay for a week, took over 1,000 photographs and we helped her celebrate the completion of six decades of terrestrial life.

The retreat at Lough Derg went very well.  Both the teaching and the time for quiet reflection received enthusiastic comments.  Response from the management has been very positive and there is already talk about a return visit.  The talk was recorded for later broadcast on Radio Limerick.

In May we had a wonderful week of holiday in Europe. We basically stayed in the Austrian Alps, but we also went into Germany for a day and a half to attend the Passion Play at Oberammergau. This six hour performance takes place five days per week for six months every ten years.  The town was miraculously saved from plague 376 years ago, and the Passion Play was started as recognition of Divine intervention. The group we went with decided they wanted to hold a service on the Sunday and asked Ken to arrange it and to preach.  It proved to be a very beautiful and meaningful event.
Ministry opportunities in our home area are becoming more frequent and we have had some encouraging times in the few days we have been here…especially on June 13th when Ken was preaching in the Dublin area.

The great topic of current interest with most people these days is The beautiful game…World Cup Soccer.  It began badly for Ken’s team (England) who failed to beat USA…see Isaiah 37:3. Everyone is hoping for World Cup glory.  The ultimate dream for millions of boys worldwide is to one day share in that glory.  There is however, a vastly greater glory.  More impressive, more beautiful, more dazzling, more permanent, more extreme…it is the Glory of God.   
Colossians  1:27 says “Christ in you, the hope of Glory”.  Jesus Christ left heaven and came to Earth.  He died for our sins, then he rose from the dead. His death effects our cleansing which makes it possible for us to receive the living Christ into our hearts so that he may reproduce his perfection in us and perform his amazing works of reconciliation and regeneration through us.  Our prayer both for ourselves and for you is that we would fully co-operate with him in this purpose.
Thank you so much for your prayers.  We are always aware that we are empowered as a consequence. Doors of ministry continue to beckon us, and we are pulled three ways…Ireland, the international ministry and Moscland.   Some all new openings in the diary include Malaysia, Australia and Canada, but they are all in 2011 and 2012.  Our projected itinerary for the rest of the year  follows.  Please continue to hold us in your prayers.

In the life and love of Jesus
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